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The Reliability of Global Temperature Averages
There are some who think that the global temperature record was only developed in the last 20-30 years, but the first person to develop
such a record was Vladimir Köppen (who developed the climate classifications we still use today) in the 1880s. Updates of the record
and new analyses continued to be made up to the 1960s when we get the first estimates made with computers. That the early (precomputer) analyses were excellent in quality is attested to by comparisons with modern calculations. The fact that these comparisons
are so good is further proof that a limited number of series from well-spaced locations are all that are necessary to produce the global
temperature record. The talk will discuss what’s important and what isn’t when it comes to working with both land-based stations and
sea surface temperatures from oceanic regions. More recently global temperature averages have been produced from satellite records
and estimates are now being made using improved Reanalyses. The talk will also discuss the history of the series and comparisons of the
various approaches that can be used today.
Prof. Jones is Research Director of the Climatic Research Unit (CRU) and a Professor in the School of
Environmental Sciences at the University of East Anglia in Norwich. He is principally known for his work on
time series of hemispheric and global surface temperatures. He has published more than 400 papers over
the last 35 years and is in the top 0.5% of highly-cited researchers in the Geosciences globally (ISI). He has
been awarded the Hugh Robert Mill Prize by the Royal Meteorological Society for work on UK Rainfall
Variability; the Outstanding Scientific Paper Award by the Environmental Research Laboratories / NOAA
(1997); the Hans Oesschger Medal (2002) from the EGU and is a fellow of the Royal Meteorological Society,
the American Geophysical Union (AGU) and the American Meteorological Society (AMS). His other main
fields are climate change, detection and attribution of climate, proxy climate reconstructions, climate
extremes, climate impacts, weather generators, drought and long precipitation and riverflow
reconstructions for the British Isles.
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